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Who communicate
on forest and forestry?

• People who have a great but focused view on
– biodiversity (ENGOs)

– landscape and societal needs…

• Scientists who produce great but focused results on
– various and often disconnected issues (biodiversity, 

bioeconomy, climate change, social aspects…)

– their own disciplines

• Authors and artists through
– emotions

– often oversimplistic arguments

– a biased selection of science



Who don’t communicate
on forest and forestry?

• Foresters !

– they are ill-equipped to meet this challenge

– they often have little affinity and time

– they meet difficulties to communicate on 
sustainable forest management that is made of

• trade-offs between ecological, social and economic issues

• consideration of the far future

• need to adapt to each site and thus lack of general rules



Who tries to communicate
on forest and forestry?

• The French Academy of Agriculture !
– among 10 sections one is dealing with forestry

– the former chairman of this section, Yves Birot, took the 
initiative to develop a digital book 
« Forest and wood in 100 questions »

– scientific and technical knowledge to support the 
dialogue between science and society

– 10 chapters of about ten questions each

– questions that are general in scope

– answers aimed preferentially at the French public

– A lot of them could be adapted to other contexts



Forest and wood
in 100 questions

Under coordination of Yves Birot



Chapters
1. Forests and forest-based industries

2. Forest ecosystems and their functions

3. Wood, a major forest product

4. Non-wood goods and services from forests

5. Forests facing threats and risks

6. The forest-based sector under climate change

7. The forest-based sector, innovating for bioeconomy

8. Sustainable forest management

9. Public policies and governance

10. Forests and society



Chapter 6
The forest-based sector under climate change

1. Is climate change proven?

2. Climate change: what impacts on forests?

3. Will natural evolutionary processes be enough to allow forests to adapt 
to climate change?

4. To cope with climate change: mitigation or adaptation?

5. Mitigating climate change: what role for the forest-wood sector?

6. Wood-based products: how much carbon do they store and what is 
their carbon footprint?

7. Can wood and its derivatives substitute for other materials and energy 
sources for the benefit of the climate?

8. What strategies to adapt forests to climate change?





WHAT TO REMEMBER



Chapter 6
The forest-based sector under climate change

Question 04
To cope with climate change: mitigation or adaptation?

WHAT TO REMEMBER ?

• In the face of climate change impacts, two ways are possible

– Mitigation is acting to curb greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

– Adaptation involves adjusting socio-ecosystems to reduce 
the risks associated with climate change impacts

• These two paths concern different temporal and spatial scales 
and must be considered in synergy

• The international community and the United Nations put in 
place mechanisms to help financially some countries to 
implement them.



Who has written the answers?

• Many authors beyond Yves Birot’s role

• On the basis of clear references

• With a review process



What uses of the 100 answers

• Questions and answers are available on-line
https://www.academie-foret-bois.fr/

• Professionals are very interested

• It can be a support to intervene

– on exhibition booths

– in debates like the one around the book « the 
hidden life of trees » (Peter Wohlleben).

https://www.academie-foret-bois.fr/


What improvements?

• The first version has been released rather
quickly (in two to three years)

• It is now under review

• The second version will then be edited

• The answers could have a simplified version

• Two issues are regularly discussed:

– Publication as a book

– Translation in English. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!




